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• The objectives of CRFM are:

• (a) the efficient management and sustainable 
development of marine and other aquatic resources 
within the jurisdictions of Member States;

• (b) the promotion and establishment of co-operative 
arrangements among interested States for the efficient 
management of shared, straddling or highly migratory 
marine and other aquatic resources;

• (c) the provision of technical advisory and consultative 
services to fisheries divisions of Member States in the 
development, management and conservation of their 
marine and other aquatic resources



Membership

• The 15 CARICOM countries:
– Antigua and Barbuda, The Bahamas, 

Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, 
Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts 
and Nevis, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and 
Tobago

• Associate Members:
– Anquilla, British Virgin Islands, and Turks and 

Caicos. 



CRFM Guiding Principles
• (a) maintaining bio-diversity in the marine environment 

using the best available scientific approaches to 
management;

• (b) managing fishing capacity and fishing methods so as 
to facilitate resource sustainability;

• (c) encouraging the use of precautionary approaches to 
sustainable use and management of fisheries resources;

• (d) promoting awareness of responsible fisheries 
exploitation through education and training;

• (e) according due recognition to the contribution of small 
scale and industrial fisheries to employment, income and 
food security, nationally and regionally, and

• (f) promoting aquaculture as a means of enhancing 
employment opportunities and food security, nationally 
and regionally



Character of the Region



CRFM EEZs



Character of the Fisheries

• Queen conch (which has been placed on 
the CITES threatened species list)

• Nassau grouper and sea urchin fisheries 
described as collapsed

• Spiny lobster overexploited
• Other fisheries considered threatened are 

shrimp, turtles, reef species and flying fish.
• Some tuna and billfish fully or over-

exploited





Fisher Survey

• Source of problems in the fisheries

– A large and increasing number of unlicensed 
fishers.

– A large and increasing number of fishers.
– Increased year round fishing activity.
– The extensive use of inappropriate size mesh.
– The increasing use of destructive gears



IUU Fishing

• Weak and ineffective legal, regulatory and 
institutional frameworks for fisheries 
management, 

• Large areas of ocean space relative to 
land, and 

• Lack of financial and technical resources 
and adequate information have hampered 
the efforts of CR FM states to deter IUU 
fishing. 



Priority Listing of Problems in Addressing IUU Fishing 
in the Region (by country)



CRFM Measures to start 
addressing IUU Fisheries

• Adoption by member States of the FAO Code of 
Conduct

• Adoption of the FAO International Plan of Action 
on IUU Fishing (IPOA-IUU)

• More regional cooperation and regional pressure 
on states that are contributing to the problems

• Development of a Draft Regional Declaration/ 
Agreement on IUU Fishing and MCS for CRFM 
Member States



IUU Fishing and Open Registries

• .  Belize, Honduras, Panama, and St 
Vincent and the Grenadines collectively 
have had over 1,000 of these fishing 
vessels on their registers in the past 
decade.

• Between 1997-2001, the number of fishing 
vessels on Belize’s register increased by 
332% to 481 vessels











Source: High Seas Task Force (2006). Closing the net: Stopping illegal fishing on the 
high seas. Governments of Australia, Canada, Chile, Namibia, New Zealand, and the 
United Kingdom, WWF, IUCN and the Earth Institute at Columbia University at 38. 



Efforts by Belize

• Strenghtening authority to de-register 
vessels.

• De-registered 668 vessels in 2001 (not all 
fishing vessels)

• Enacted a High Sea Fishing Act
– Mandatory licensing of high seas vessels
– Vessels monitoring systems.
– Requiring compliance with RFMO regulations.



Draft Common Fisheries Policy
on Open Registers and IUU Fishing

• 12.2 A Participating State that operates an open register for fishing vessels from Third States 
shall, inter alia, comply with the following conditions pertaining to fishing vessels authorised
to fly their flag, which are aimed at securing the eradication of illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing:

• (a) Ensure that there is a genuine link between the State and the vessel by, inter alia, 
effectively exercising its jurisdiction and control in administrative, technical,

• resource management, and social matters;

• (b) Ensure strict compliance with conservation measures, whether general or specific, arising 
from this Agreement or from actions of the Implementing Agencies or from competent 
international or regional fisheries management organisation pertaining to the target species, 
or area or ecosystems on which the vessel operates;

• (c) Maintain a detailed register from which the owners and operators, and a resident agent of 
the owner of the vessel can be readily identified;

• (d) Any vessel in violation of obligations at Section 12.2 (b) should be de-registered forthwith;

• (e) Establish and maintain vessel monitoring systems to continuously monitor the
• position, movement and activity of such vessels;

• (f) Establish and maintain onboard observer programme to monitor the operation of such 
vessels and collect data and information on the catch.



Final thoughts

• First, there is a sense of outrage across the 
region regarding the perceived high levels of 
IUU fishing taking place and the losses being 
suffered by our member states in consequence, 
including the undermining of management 
efforts. Not enough attention is being given to 
IUU fishing in the coastal waters and EEZ -
these are the areas of greater concern to our 
states. It is both an internal and external problem



• Second, there is a recognition of the profound 
challenges facing the countries due to their limited 
financial resources, assets for MCS and weak laws to 
effectively deter or eliminate IUU fishing. Frankly, there 
is a deep sense of powerlessness. A good example to 
illustrate the above points is the queen conch fisheries in 
Jamaica. In 2003 annual TAC was estimated at 
approximately 1000 t. The government however felt 
compelled to set the catch quota at approximately 500 t 
because IUU fishing by foreign vessels, primarily 
Hondurans, was estimated at about 500 t.



• Third, we feel that despite the rhetoric 
regarding recognition of the special 
situation and needs of small island 
developing states and developing states 
generally at the international level and by 
more developed countries, there is 
actually very little genuine interest and 
practical support forthcoming to combat 
IUU fishing in our region




